Congratulations!

We are pleased to announce that

Historic Trails.
Remember the Junior Ranger Motto:

Explore, Learn, Protect!

The Big Questions

is now an oificial Junior Ranger for the Oregon and California National

Why did hundreds of thousands of people take the trails west?

What would you pack for the
trail? (Draw, label, and explain!)

I would take my:

Because:
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Oregon & Caliiornia National Historic Trails

Junior Ranger Program

Wagons Ho!

Ler’s Hit the Trail!

Inthe 1840s and 1850s, thousands of people packed their wagons
and headed west to what is now Oregon and California. There were
no cars, buses, or planes and the trip by wagon took many months.
Travelers may not have ridden in the wagon—many people walked
alongside their wagons for the 2,000-mile trip.

Label the states that you would cross if you traveled the Oregon and
California trails today. How many would you cross?

1inmnnnne Oregon Trail

—— California Trail



http:findyourpark.com

Look Back in Time

One way to learn about the trail is to look at photographs and illustrations
from trail times. This illustration dates to 1869. Use it for the two activities
on this side of the page.

How many years ago is 1869¢

Is everyone riding in the wagons?

How many wagons are in the the wagon train? More than...
(Circle a number.)

Work and Play

What chores are the children doing?

What is an example of another chore
children could do on the trail?

If you were on the trail, what could
you do for fun?

It looks like something really
important happened on the trail!
What does the woman have in her arms?

Seeing the Elephant

Some wagons were good for moving things locally, like around a farm or a
small town. Other wagons were made to travel across thousands of miles of
prairies, rivers, and mountains. For this activity, look above the elephant in
the California Trail brochure.

Find the name of a geographical feature, such as a desert or mountain,
that the pioneers and their wagons had to cross.

Feature:

Name:

Pack Your Wagon

If you headed west on a pioneer trail, you had to limit how much you
could bring. All of it had to fit in a wagon. You had to bring supplies for
food, cooking, repairs, sleeping, first aid, trade, and even carry water.

Look in the Oregon Trail
brochure for the drawing of
supplies and gear packed in a
covered wagon. What is in that
drawing that isn't in this one?
(List three.)

According to the Oregon Trail brochure, the emphasis was to pack

and

What else was sometimes carried?




